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The Garma Festival is one of the premier fixtures on the 
Australian calendar.

For four days each year, the nation’s gaze turns north to 
Arnhem Land, to hear from Yolngu and other Indigenous leader 
perspectives. Garma ceremonies celebrate cultural traditions 
which have nurtured this part of the world for millennia.

What unfolds at Gulkula reverberates around the country – in 
boardrooms and lounge-rooms, in government departments 
and inside the halls of Parliament.

It is the inbetween-place, where the blackish water sites -  where 
the saltwater and the freshwater meet. Garma is where senior 
Yolngu knowledge-holders share their wisdom with guests from 
across the country. It is where new artistic and musical talent rubs 
shoulders with celebrated house-hold names, the place where 
Ambassadors & International foreign dignitaries greet Australian 
Prime Ministers and other celebrities deliver landmark speeches.   

Each year, Garma generates upward 10,000 media mentions 
on TV, radio, in print, and online – coverage which extends 
across the world. 

Our audience is made up of decision-makers and influencers 
- in policy and politics, academia and education, and in the 
corporate and philanthropic worlds. Our reputation is built on 
cultural integrity and an event that is designed, delivered and 
led by Yolngu. 

We employ more than 250 Yolngu and supported over and 
above 95 NT businesses, more than half of them in the local 
Arnhem Land region. The event brings upward of $15 million 
into the NT economy each year. 

Held on a significant Gumatj ceremonial site about 40km from 
the township of Nhulunbuy in the NT, Garma offers an unrivalled 
experience that many guests describe as life-changing.

OUR IMPACT

Highlights include:

•	 Daily bunggul – watch as different clans perform 
traditional dance and song at sunset, as the call of the 
yidaki (didgeridoo) and the rhythm of the bilma (clapsticks) 
echo around the site.

•	 Key Forum conference – the premier platform for the 
discussion and debate of Indigenous affairs policy in 
Australia. What is effectively working to progrss & make 
change. What is not?

•	 Gapan Gallery – A stunning art gallery set in a grove of 
stringybark trees, with a spectacular opening under the 
stars - not to be missed.

•	 Cultural workshops – delivered by senior Yolngu men 
and women, including language and kinship lessons, 

‘learning on country’ walks, weaving, spear-making, yidaki 
instruction and more.

•	 Women’s Healing – for our female guests, a special chance 
to experience traditional healthcare and healing. Be quick 
to register onsite - this fills quickly.

•	 Youth Forum – brings together students from around 
Australia with local youth for four days of fun and activities 
focussed on leadership and personal development. In 2024 
we welcomed over 100 young people in these workshops. 

•	 Music stage – authentic homegrown sounds from 
Arnhem Land and beyond, often blending traditional and 
contemporary styles.
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There’s more to Partnering Garma than linking your brand 
with ours.

This is a unique opportunity to make a valuable contribution 
to an event that is focussed on delivering outcomes for the 
local community – and your organisation. 

Make meaningful connections

Garma is an important meeting point for the clans and families 
of the region, who will welcome you with open arms, but it’s 
also a place where Indigenous, political, academic, business and 
philanthropic leaders merge - to listen, learn, and reflect.  As a 
four-day event held in a remote setting, Garma gives you the 
time and opportunity to develop more meaningful connections 
with the local community, and other partner organisations. 

Engage more deeply on Indigenous issues

Many organisations are looking for help to engage with First 
Nations people. Garma is a chance to properly understand 
the challenges and opportunities faced by remote Aboriginal 
communities, hear first-hand of the success stories playing 
out on the ground, and establish relationships with Indigenous 
entrepreneurs and enterprises working in a range of fields.

Contribute to community and leadership development

Much of Yothu Yindi Foundation’s work is about empowering 
grassroots voices and supporting local leadership development. 
As a flagship event that is conceived, designed and delivered by 
Yolngu, Garma is just one example of this capacity-building in 
action. Your investment will help continue to strengthen the 
backbone of a region that is, right now, transitioning away from 
a mining-led economy. 

Help preserve important cultural traditions

Our Indigenous heritage is the jewel in Australia’s cultural crown, 

a legacy stretching back tens of thousands of years. By providing 
a platform for the presentation and sharing of Yolngu customs 
and practices, such as bunggul (traditional dance), manikay 
(song) miny’tji (art), story-telling and ceremony, Garma is helping 
preserve these traditions for future generations, ensuring they 
continue to thrive for many thousands of years more. 

Enable the next generation to flourish

Recognising the vital role education plays in reaching one’s 
potential, much of the four day Garma program revolves around 
our efforts to create a future full of possibility and opportunity 
for the next generation of young Yolngu men and women. 
This informs YYF’s broader work to improve educational and 
employment pathways for the local community, including the 
development of a world-class education hub, on country, in 
northeast Arnhem Land. 

Build a fairer and more equitable society

Garma brings together Yolngu with people from all walks 
of life in an intimate bush setting, for a unique cross-
cultural exchange that fosters the sharing of knowledge and 
leads to greater understanding between black and white 
Australia. This dialogue is essential if we are to complete the 
“unfinished business” of national reconciliation and create a 
truly just society. 

Leading to economic growth for our more needy

YYF assist our communites to attend Garma to showcase 
new ideas that are being trialed in remote communities.  
These are the communities that may be harder to access 
given their remote locations. They may suffer from hardship, 
or they just need enabling to share their visions.  Garma is 
a platform to connect our sponsors with effect trials taking 
place across Australia.

YOUR IMPACT
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WHAT THE MEDIA SAYS

“.. a highly charged, high-level  
political forum” 

-  The Guardian

“The festival … has become a 
centrepiece in the Indigenous 

cultural calendar. It draws a 
crowd of high-flying corporate 

executives, diplomats, 
politicians and representatives 

from government agencies 
who mingle with members 
from dozens of clans that 

comprise the Yolngu nation.”

- Sydney Morning 
Herald

“Garma is Australia’s largest 
First Nations cultural gathering 

and one of the country’s 
most significant forums on 

Indigenous affairs. It’s a place 
where cultural traditions 
meet pressing national 

conversations, and where the 
future is shaped in dialogue 

with the past. 

- SBS

Here in this escarpment 
overlooking the Gulf of 

Carpentaria in Australia’s 
Northern Territory, the majestic 

stringybark trees sway gently 
in time. 

The voices of the Aboriginal 
Elders, a melding of sorrow 

and comfort, send chills 
across my skin and make my          

heart race. 

 - The Washington 
Post

“The premier forum for 
Indigenous affairs in Australia.” 

- Avani Dias, ABC

“Garma leaves a mark on 
visitors from across the globe.”

- The Canberra Times 

This stirring Top End festival is 
among the world’s greatest.

- Sydney Morning 
Herald / The Age

The only way to truly grasp the 
significance of Garma is to sit 

in the red dirt and chat with its 
Traditional Owners.

What basically began as 
a community barbecue 

for Arnhem Land locals in 1999 
has blossomed into a national 
celebration of 50,000-year-

old song, story and dance. 

Its forum, attended by 
Australia’s most powerful 

decision-makers, is a dynamic 
lesson on the strengths and 

issues of Aboriginal Australia.

- Australian Traveller    

This place speaks to the 
enduring thread of the spiritual, 
cultural and physical presence 

of Yolŋu people woven 
through manikay (song), 

bunggul (dance) and miny’tji 
(art). 

The land holds the echoes 
of incalculable discussions, 
debates and shared ideas. 

Ganbulapula is the ancestor 
who presides as the master of 

ceremony here.

- Miriam Corowa, 
ABC
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“Garma is more than a festival—it’s a profound 
reminder of why cultural respect and inclusion 

matter in every space we operate. Standing 
on Yolŋu Country, I felt the depth of wisdom 

carried through generations, and it reinforced my 
commitment at Qantas to ensure First Nations 
voices are not just heard but embedded in how 

we work, lead, and connect. 

Garma teaches us that reconciliation is a shared 
journey—one that demands listening, learning, 

and acting with humility. For me, it’s about 
turning these insights into meaningful change 

across our organisation, so every journey we take 
reflects the values of respect, belonging, and 

unity.”  

- Belinda Murdoch, Group Manager, First Nation 
Engagement, Qantas.

“Garma Festival stands as a vibrant celebration of 
Yolŋu culture and a powerful forum for national 
and international dialogue. The generosity of the 

Yolŋu clans in welcoming people from across 
Australia and beyond, is truly inspiring. Telstra 

was honoured to play a role in promoting these 
connections by supporting the local community, 
visitors, and event organisers with SIM kits, Wi-Fi 
hotspots, power banks, and a dedicated charging 

station. We were also proud to sponsor the 
Garma Corporate Dinner, an evening enriched by 
remarkable local and global speakers. Our sincere 
thanks go to the Yolŋu people for your warmth, 

hospitality, and generosity.” 

– Vicky Brady, CEO, Telstra. 

“Aboriginal Investment NT was proud to once 
again support the work of the Yothu Yindi 

Foundation in delivering Australia’s premier 
Aboriginal cultural celebration and forum, Garma.

Year on year, Garma showcases the success 
of Yolngu people and provides a platform 

for First Nations advocates from around the 
globe to champion the voices of our mobs.  

Congratulations!” 

– Nigel Browne, CEO Aboriginal Investment NT.

“Garma Festival is a powerful reminder of the 
importance of listening, learning, and walking 

alongside First Nations communities. For Westpac, 
it reinforces our commitment to reconciliation and 
deepens our understanding of how we can support 

Indigenous leadership, culture, and economic 
participation. 

Our people proudly volunteer at Garma, and 
we continue to explore how banking can play a 

meaningful role in supporting self-determination 
and economic inclusion.” 

- Shannon Finch, Group General Counsel, Westpac.

WHAT OUR PARTNERS SAY
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Partnership Benefits

•	 Speaking Opportunity – Showcase your organisation’s 
thought leadership on the Key Forum stage.

•	 Fireside Chat Opportunity – Engage in an intimate, high-
profile discussion session with other leaders and guests.

•	 4 x Corporate Admission Tickets – Includes dedicated 
campsites in the corporate area, all meals, airport 
transfers from Gove airport to site on arrival and 
departure and general site entry.

•	 4 x Corporate Dinner Tickets – Enjoy priority seating at 
the prestigious Garma Corporate Dinner.

•	 1 x Expo Stall – Present your organisation’s work, 
products, or initiatives to festival attendees.

•	 4 x Sponsor Appreciation Breakfast Tickets – Network 
with fellow sponsors and key stakeholders.

•	 4 x Sponsor Appreciation Activity Tickets – Participate 
in an exclusive sponsor-only experience.

•	 Brand Visibility –

•	 Inclusion of your organisation’s logo in all Garma 
promotional materials.

•	 Inclusion of a summary about your organisation in 
the Garma Festival program book.

•	 Prominent logo placement on Sponsor 
Acknowledgement signage at the Key Forum.

•	 Exclusive Access –

•	 Access to pre-sale corporate tickets (maximum of 20 
tickets per order).

Partnership Benefits

•	 4 x Corporate Admission Tickets – Includes dedicated 
campsites in the corporate area, all meals, airport 
transfers from Gove airport to site on arrival and 
departure and general site entry.

•	 4 x Corporate Dinner Tickets – Enjoy priority seating at 
the prestigious Garma Corporate Dinner.

•	 1 x Expo Stall – Present your organisation’s work, 
products, or initiatives to festival attendees.

•	 4 x Sponsor Appreciation Breakfast Tickets – Network 
with fellow sponsors and key stakeholders.

•	 4 x Sponsor Appreciation Activity Tickets – Participate 
in an exclusive sponsor-only experience.

•	 Brand Visibility –

•	 Inclusion of your organisation’s logo in all Garma 
promotional materials.

•	 Inclusion of a summary about your organisation in 
the Garma Festival program book.

•	 Prominent logo placement on Sponsor 
Acknowledgement signage at the Key Forum.

•	 Exclusive Access –

•	 Access to pre-sale corporate tickets (maximum of 20 
tickets per order).

PRINCIPAL PARTNER
MAXIMUM OF 3 ONLY

PLATINUM PARTNER
MAXIMUM OF 5 ONLY
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GOLD PARTNER
MAXIMUM OF 8 ONLY

SILVER PARTNER
MAXIMUM OF 10 ONLY

Partnership Benefits

•	 3 x Corporate Admission Tickets – Includes dedicated campsites in the corporate area, all meals, airport transfers from 
Gove airport to site on arrival and departure and general site entry.

•	 3 x Corporate Dinner Tickets – Enjoy priority seating at the prestigious Garma Corporate Dinner.

•	 2 x Sponsor Appreciation Breakfast Tickets – Network with fellow sponsors and key stakeholders.

•	 2 x Sponsor Appreciation Activity Tickets – Participate in an exclusive sponsor-only experience.

•	 Brand Visibility –

•	 Inclusion of your organisation’s logo in all Garma promotional materials.

•	 Inclusion of a summary about your organisation in the Garma Festival program book.

•	 Prominent logo placement on Sponsor Acknowledgement signage at the Key Forum.

•	 Exclusive Access –

•	 Access to pre-sale corporate tickets (maximum of 10 tickets per order).

Partnership Benefits

•	 2 x Corporate Admission Tickets – Includes dedicated 
campsites in the corporate area, all meals, airport 
transfers from Gove airport to site on arrival and 
departure and general site entry.

•	 2 x Corporate Dinner Tickets – Enjoy priority seating at 
the prestigious Garma Corporate Dinner.

•	 2 x Sponsor Appreciation Breakfast Tickets – Network 
with fellow sponsors and key stakeholders.

•	 2 x Sponsor Appreciation Activity Tickets – Participate 
in an exclusive sponsor-only experience.

•	 Brand Visibility –

•	 Inclusion of your organisation’s logo in all Garma 
promotional materials.

•	 Inclusion of a summary about your organisation in 
the Garma Festival program book.

•	 Prominent logo placement on Sponsor 
Acknowledgement signage at the Key Forum.

•	 Exclusive Access –

•	 Access to pre-sale corporate tickets (maximum of 10 
tickets per order).

BRONZE PARTNER
MAXIMUM OF 15 ONLY

Partnership Benefits

•	 1 x Corporate Admission Ticket – Includes a dedicated 
campsite in the corporate area, all meals, airport 
transfers from Gove airport to site on arrival and 
departure and general site entry.

•	 1 x Corporate Dinner Ticket – Enjoy priority seating at 
the prestigious Garma Corporate Dinner.

•	 1 x Sponsor Appreciation Breakfast Ticket – Network 
with fellow sponsors and key stakeholders.

•	 1 x Sponsor Appreciation Activity Ticket – Participate in 
an exclusive sponsor-only experience.

•	 Brand Visibility –

•	 Inclusion of your organisation’s logo in all Garma 
promotional materials.

•	 Inclusion of a summary about your organisation in 
the Garma Festival program book.

•	 Prominent logo placement on Sponsor 
Acknowledgement signage at the Key Forum.

•	 Exclusive Access –

•	 Access to pre-sale corporate tickets (maximum of 10 
tickets per order).
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MAIN STAGE PARTNER
MAXIMUM OF 1 ONLY

YOUTH FORUM PARTNER
MAXIMUM OF 1 ONLY

PROGRAM FRIENDS
MAXIMUM OF 8 ONLY

Partnership Benefits

•	 Brand Visibility –

•	 Inclusion of your organisation’s logo in all Garma 
promotional materials.

•	 Inclusion of a summary about your organisation in 
the Garma Festival program book.

•	 Prominent logo placement on Sponsor 
Acknowledgement signage at the Key Forum.

For specific Program Friend partnership opportunities please 
contact partnerships@yyf.com.au

Partnership Benefits

•	 2 x Corporate Admission Tickets – Includes dedicated 
campsites in the corporate area, all meals, airport 
transfers from Gove airport to site on arrival and 
departure and general site entry.

•	 2 x Corporate Dinner Tickets – Enjoy priority seating at 
the prestigious Garma Corporate Dinner.

•	 2 x Sponsor Appreciation Breakfast Tickets – Network 
with fellow sponsors and key stakeholders.

•	 2 x Sponsor Appreciation Activity Tickets – Participate 
in an exclusive sponsor-only experience.

•	 Opportunity to introduce the headline act

•	 Brand Visibility –

•	 Inclusion of your organisation’s logo in all Garma 
promotional materials.

•	 Inclusion of a summary about your organisation in 
the Garma Festival program book.

•	 Prominent logo placement on Sponsor 
Acknowledgement signage at the Key Forum.

•	 Signage on the main stage.

•	 Exclusive Access –

•	 Access to pre-sale corporate tickets (maximum of 10 
tickets per order).

Partnership Benefits

•	 2 x Corporate Admission Tickets – Includes dedicated 
campsites in the corporate area, all meals, airport 
transfers from Gove airport to site on arrival and 
departure and general site entry.

•	 2 x Corporate Dinner Tickets – Enjoy priority seating at 
the prestigious Garma Corporate Dinner.

•	 2 x Sponsor Appreciation Breakfast Tickets – Network 
with fellow sponsors and key stakeholders.

•	 2 x Sponsor Appreciation Activity Tickets – Participate 
in an exclusive sponsor-only experience.

•	 Opportunity to introduce the ‘Looking to the Future’ 
session

•	 Brand Visibility –

•	 Inclusion of your organisation’s logo in all Garma 
promotional materials.

•	 Inclusion of a summary about your organisation in 
the Garma Festival program book.

•	 Prominent logo placement on Sponsor 
Acknowledgement signage at the Key Forum.

•	 Signage within the Youth Forum area.

•	 Exclusive Access –

•	 Access to pre-sale corporate tickets (maximum of 10 
tickets per order).
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GARMA 2025 PARTNERS

Acknowledging Our Supporters.

The Chairman, Board of Directors & Management of the Yothu Yindi Foundation extend sincere thanks to those that have 
supported the YYF projects currently being undertaken in the North East Arnhem region. We also acknowledge those behind the 
scenes that have helped to put this event together.   To those unable to join us onsite  - our thoughts are with you.

Principal

Platinum

Official Media Partner

Official Airline Partner

Friends 25th Anniversary Partner

Gold

Silver Bronze 

Official Media Supporter In Kind

Proudly supported byProudly sponsored by
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ABOUT YOTHU YINDI FOUNDATION

 yyf.com.au | garma.com.au

The Yothu Yindi Foundation was established in 1990 to promote 
Yolngu cultural development with community leaders and persons 

of authority from 13 regional clan groups in Arnhem Land.

The mission of YYF is for Yolngu and other Indigenous Australians 
to have the same level of wellbeing and life opportunities as non-

Indigenous Australians. 

The Foundation is a not-for-profit charitable public benevolent 
institution, with an all Yolngu Board of Directors, and offices in 

northeast Arnhem Land and Darwin.

In addition to staging the annual Garma festival, YYF advocates on 
behalf of Yolngu and other Indigenous people, and is building the 
Garma Institute, a world-class education facility for Yolngu to be 

based in Gunyangara.

For further information regarding 
sponsorship and partnerships 

please contact:

Cathy Bryson

Executive Sponsorship & 
Partnerships Manager

Ph: 0436 398 401

E: partnerships@yyf.com.au


