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The theme of the Garma Festival this year is 
Education and Training. Our board has given the 
Festival the theme - Looking Up to the Future.

These words speak of our determination to 
take our lives into a future that is just as strong 
and balanced and beautiful as our past. We know 
that the current situation we find ourselves in is 
wrong. Still living on our own lands, speaking our 
own language, following our own laws we find 
that we are set up as second or third class people. 
Our schools are underfunded and run-down; our 
children are not going to school as often as they 
should; many of the parents have stopped thinking 
of school as being a place of value.

But we are not going to be defeated by this 
situation and so we keep our heads up and we 
look to the future.

I have written recently about the first time I 
heard the word “school”.

I was about 7 years old living with my 
extended family on the Gove Peninsula under the 
watchful and strict eye of my father. I spoke no 
English and knew no white people. From that day, 
with direction from my father, I went to school 
and received the education that my father knew 
was so important. So did my other brothers and 
sisters and for that we are always grateful to 
our father’s vision. For it was his vision that is 
rekindled today in the words Looking Up To the 
Future.

What was important to the elders of my 
childhood was that we learned to speak English 
and to read and write in English. But these 
leaders made certain that as children we knew 
every word of our own language and all the power 
of our own ceremonies and culture. It was a two-
way thing - balanced as an integration of Yolngu 
and Balanda culture.

That balance has been lost of late and there 
has been many debates that you will have 
followed about education for Aboriginal people.I 
don’t pretend to have the answers - all I know is 

what I know as a Yolngu elder who has lived all 
his life in east Arnhem land. This Garma Festival 
is an opportunity for Yolngu and other Aboriginal 
leaders from around Australia to speak of their 
visions and their dreams for the future. It is a 
chance for visitors and guests to listen and 
input their thoughts in a forum of respect and 
recognition.

Appreciation for our guests is important 
and we have tried hard to make the 
Festival site as comfortable and welcoming 
as possible.The evening Bunggul will be an 
event where we can showcase the culture and 
style of Aboriginal people who still live with 
a ceremonial worldview and who have never 
believed that their culture is dying or will die - 
it is a vibrant, living culture that we will present 
to you each evening.

The vision of the elders is being 
renewed at this year’s Garma Festival. 
It is a renewal of a commitment and 
a determination by Yolngu people to 
believe that we have not lost what 
it is we are; nor are we destined 
to remain as third world people 
in this first world nation - we are 
determined to build our future so 
it is as beautiful as our past - but 
to take this path we need to prepare 
ourselves, discipline ourselves and believe 
in ourselves. 

We ask that you take this journey with 
us. Not just through your participation in 
this wonderful event of Garma, but by 
using the event as a starting point for a 
lifetime of understanding. 

Looking up to the future 

Galarrwuy Yunupingu
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Welcome

Welcome from Festival Director Rhoda Roberts
As a Widjabul/Gidabul woman from the Bundjalung nation, I 
acknowledge what a cultural honor it is and I take great pride in 
being appointed the Festival Director for the 2010 program. For the 
last decade like many of you, I have taken the pilgrimage north to 
the lands of the Yol\gu and I hope your experience this year is all 
and more of what you may have heard of Garma or experienced in 
past visits. 

They are indeed big shoes to fill and our new team recognizes the 
enormous volunteer work, individual and corporate support and 
partnerships undertaken in the past and the legacies that have been 
established by the previous team over the years with the event. 
Having been locals for the best part of the year has made us all 
appreciate the incredible generosity of knowledge and spirit and the 
self reliance we witness daily at Gunyangara, Yirrkala and Nhulunbuy. 

The Board, local businesses, our Yol\gu hosts and programmers 
have all taken us under their wings, and the many gatherings and 
homeland visits have increased our passion to ensure the vision of 
the festival and future of the Garma Cultural studies Institute and 
program areas continues ‘looking up to the future’, Yol\gu style.

Enjoy this unique cultural exchange, there is nothing quite like it on 
the planet... So just how lucky are we.

Nhama Yalala

 

Rhoda Roberts

Our Logo
With the board’s vision clearly focused on the development of the 
Garma Cultural Studies Institute and the history of many of our 
programmers and artists attending the former residential college 
Dhupuma. It seemed fitting that in our 12th year The Garma festival 
logo should be the Dhupuma College symbol.

The College was a transitional and residential college for North East 
Arnhem Land and was named by Mr. Mungurrawuy Yunupingu, an 
elder living at Yirrkala. Dhupuma means “looking up and ahead” and 
is a suitably symbolic name for a place where young people prepare 
for the future. The college monogram comes from sketches by 
Bruce Manggurra of Numbulwar, a former student of the College. It 
depicts an aboriginal man looking up at the bees which have made 
sugar bag in a hollow tree. 

The circular formation of bees symbolises the sun, whilst the lower 
circle symbolises a billabong or water-hole. The meaning is that 
Aboriginal people seek the sweet things and the necessities of 
life and the students of Dhupuma, if they are to achieve in the 
wider Australian society, must also seek for the good things and 
necessities of life through a full and varied educational programme. 
Students from Milingimbi, Elcho Island, Yirrkala Angurugu, 
Umbakumba and Numbulwar attended the college and sadly in 
1978 the college was closed by the Northern Territory government 
leaving a great gap for many future students of the region.



The Yothu Yindi Foundation
The Yothu Yindi Foundation, 
producers of the Garma festival, 
the original concept of Yol\
gu cultural inheritance has 
continued and 12 years later 
Garma is still specifically aimed 
at sharing knowledge and 
culture, opening people’s hearts 
to the message of the land at 
Gulkula. Gulkula is where the 
ancestor Ganbulabula brought 
the yidaki (didjeridu) into being 
among the Gumatj people. The 
festival is designed to encourage 
the practice, preservation and 
maintenance of traditional dance 
(bunggul), song (manikay), art 
and ceremony on Yol\gu lands 
in Northeast Arnhem Land. 

The YYF was established in 
1990 by Mandawuy Yunupingu 
and Elders from five of the 
Yol\gu clans, the Gumatj, 
Rirratjingu, Djapu, Galpu and 
Wangurri clans. The Garma 
Festival is the centrepiece of 
YYF’s vision.

Mandawuy Yunupingu 
explains: “We’re living in fluid 
times, trying to discover in 
more profound ways what it is 
to be Australian. I think the vast 
majority of Australians would 
agree that Aboriginal Australians 
have a special contribution to 
make to that. But there seems 
to be a problem. I think most 
non-Aboriginal Australian accept 
that there is a deep intellectual 
strength to Aboriginal 
knowledge, but they seem to 
think of it as a mystery. I hope 
we are less of a mystery now.”

The Yothu Yindi Foundation 
is also working with Australian 
universities to develop the 
Garma Cultural Studies 
Institute (GCSI) at the Gulkula 

site to facilitate a further 
sharing of traditional Yol\gu 
and contemporary Western 
knowledge.

The GCSI is as much an 
idea, or concept, as a place, 
resting on the understanding 
that for Yol\gu education 
does not exist in isolation. The 
relationships between landscape, 
one’s ‘country’ and kin, is the 
keystone of all learning. It 
is central to Indigenous law, 
culture and identity. YYF’s 
mission through the GCSI is 
to sustain and extend Yol\
gu intellectual traditions and 
knowledge systems; develop 
partnership and collaborative 
relationships with places of 
learning, other Indigenous 
peoples and the wider 
community; and expand human 
knowledge in a spirit of mutual 
respect and tolerance, fostering 
greater understanding.

The Foundation also launched 
the Yirrnga Music Development 
Centre at Gunyangara at the 
1999 Garma Festival. The state 
of the art recording studio 
fosters local musicians 
and songwriting through 
mentoring programs and 
accredited courses in 
association with Charles 
Darwin University. 
A major recording 
deal for new 
artists was signed 
with Mushroom 
Records to 
record and 
document 
traditional 
song cycles 
has begun.

The 
Yothu 

Yindi Foundation incorporates 
an ongoing long-term broader 
vision: For Yol\gu and other 
Indigenous Australians to have 
the same level of wellbeing and 
life opportunities and choices as 
non-Indigenous Australians by:

1. Providing contemporary 
environments and programs 
for the practice, preservation, 
maintenance and presentation 
of traditional knowledge 
systems and cultural traditions 
and practices, especially 
traditional dance (bunggul), 
song (manikay), art (miny’tji) 
and ceremony. This is vital for 
social cohesion, cultural identity, 
community development and 
the maximising of sustainable 
economic opportunities for 
Yol\gu (the people of north-
east Arnhem Land) and other 
Indigenous Australians.

2. Facilitating the sharing of 
knowledge and culture, thereby 
fostering greater understanding 
between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Australians. 

3. Developing economic 
opportunities for Yol\
gu through education, 
training and employment, 
and enterprise, personal and 
community development, 
including community leadership 
development and well-being.

The foundation is a not-
for-profit charitable public 
benevolent institution with 
income tax exemption and gift 
deductibility status. All revenues 
to YYF go to the infrastructure 
and delivery of its cultural, 
health, education, wellbeing and 
economic programs.

Yothu Yindi Foundation



Garma Festival & Gulkala Site
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Garma festival
The Garma Festival is a 
celebration of the Yol\gu 
cultural inheritance. Regarded 
as one of Australia’s most 
significant Indigenous cultural 
exchanges, the Garma Festival 
attracts clan groups from north 
east Arnhem Land, as well as 
neighbouring Indigenous peoples 
throughout Arnhem Land, the 
Northern Territory and Australia. 

Garma implies many things 
for Yol\gu as a practice and 
as a place. Garma happens 
when people with different 
ideas and values come together 
and negotiate knowledge in a 
respectful learning environment. 
The Garma Festival at Gulkula 
creates this kind of environment 
for Yol\gu, Aboriginal people 
of northeast Arnhem Land 
and |gapaki - non Indigenous 
Australians. 

The Garma ceremony is 
aimed at sharing knowledge and 
culture, and opening people’s 
hearts to the message of the 
land at Gulkula. 

Gulkula the site
The festival site at Gulkula is 
approximately 40 kilometres 
from the township of 
Nhulunbuy, and about 14 
kilometres south east of 
Gove airport. The Garma 
ceremonial ground is the focus 
of the festival. Traditionally, 
funeral ceremonies have been 
performed here. The ceremonial 
ground is at the centre of the 
festival site and it is here that 
bu\ggul (ceremony) continues 
to be performed late each 
afternoon during the Garma 
Festival. 

Gulkula has profound 
meaning for Yol\gu. Set in a 
stringybark forest with views to 
the Gulf of Carpentaria, it is 
where the ancestor Ganbulapula 
brought the yidaki (didjeridu) 
into being among the Gumatj 
people. Gulkula is an area with 
a range of significant ancestral 
connections. 



Yirrkala

Yirrkala Open Day

Friday August 6th 

Buses leave Garma site for Yirrkala 
between 9am and 10am returning 
to site in the afternoon

Yirrkala School
The students from Yirrkala 
School will be performing an 
item based on traditional cele-
brations where clan groups gath-
ered for various reasons, such 
as galtha (coming together to 
form the staring point of a new 
venture), garma (meeting of 
different clan groups), bapurru 
(funeral) or dhapi (coming of 
age ceremony). The children will 
dance forward through tradition-
al bunggul (dance) and manikay 
(song) for their particular clan 
group). They bring with them 
special items from their wanga 
(homeland) to trade with the 
other clans. Then they will speak 
in their own dharuk (language) 
to tell their creation story.

Buku Larrnggay Mulka 	
Art Centre
Buku Larrnggay means the 
feeling on your face as it is 
struck by the first rays of the 
sun - indicating that we are in 
the most easterly place in the 
Top End of Australia - Miwatj or 
the Sunrise country.

Mulka is a sacred but public 
ceremony. It also means to hold 
or protect. Thus we are the 
Northeast Arnhem Land cultural 
centre and keeping place. Buku-
Larrnggay Mulka Art Centre 
has a long and proud history as 
one of Australia’s premier art 
centres and Indigenous culture 
strongholds. 

The artists of the Centre 
have established a worldwide 
reputation for excellence, having 

won many of Australia’s major 
Indigenous art prizes.

The sacred art of this 
region details the spiritual 
forces behind the creation and 
continuing identity of the fresh 
and saltwater country of the 
Miwatj region which includes 
Yirrkala and approximately 25 
homeland centres within a radius 
of 200km. 

We welcome you to Buku 
Larrnggay Mulka.
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Bunggul
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One of the highlights 
of Garma is the 
afternoon and evening 
Bathala Bunggul 

where traditional ceremony 
is performed each day from 
4pm until sunset. Come and 
join us and witness the ancient 
Bunggul that are the dances 
accompanied by Manikay (song), 
Bilma (clap stick) and the 
Yidaki, the oldest instrument in 
the world.

This year’s gathering features 
many clans from across Arnhem 
land including our hosts the 
Gumatj who welcome in 
their countrymen and women 
including the Warruwi and 
Minjalang groups of Golburn 
and Croker Island, where the 
Yidaki is said to originate, The 
communities of Maningrida, 
Milingimbi, Elcho Island, Blue 
Mud Bay and Numbulwar, 
featuring the famous Red Flag 
dancers. 

We are also delighted 
to welcome groups from as 
far afield as Uluru with the 
Mutitjulu community and Allan 
Griffith, Ngali Wurru Wuleye 
elder’s group from Kununurra.

For fair rotation between the 
moieties, regarding presentations 
in the last few years, this year’s 
celebration of the ‘Bathala’ or 
Big Bunggul, will feature Dhuwa 
dances from the Yol\gu estates.

The songs from Milingimbi 
may refer to the old times 
in the bush, to the charcoal 
you can still dig up from long 
ago fires, like touchstones for 
memory, old fires from long 
ago where the foundations for 
all things to come were laid. 
Around the fire, where people 

gathered, where culture was 
made in the meeting of minds, 
where stories were told and 
things agreed upon.

Then from the Dhartiwuy 
ga Ngaymil tribes come the 
‘Raitjpa’ dances or ochre 
from Elcho Island, and from 
Gundalmirri and Murtawirri in 

Arnhem Bay.
Selections from the great 

dhuwa song cycles of the Sea 
and the Land will be presented. 
Rich performed narratives that 
function in a living culture to 
inform the people’s need for 
interpretation of their concerns.

At times men, women and 
children will be involved in 
special Bunggul and ceremonial 
exchanges often being presented 
by a combination of performers 
from various communities and 
clan groups.

Take a chair and or a mat to 
sit on and experience something 
profound, mesmerizing and so 
uniquely Australian.

The Bunggul program has 
been compiled by Andrish 
St Clair, Witiyana Marika, 
Djawa Yunupingu and Balupalu 
Yunupingu.

Friday 
3.30pm-6.30pm

Saturday to Tuesday 
4.00pm-6.30pm

witness the ancient Bunggul that are the 
dances accompanied by Manikay (song), 
Bilma (clap stick) and the Yidaki, the oldest 
instrument in the world



Welcome to Garma 
Opening Session
Sat 9am Main Key Forum 
Join us for our welcome to all 
at Garma with Youthu Yindi 
Foundation Chair, Galarrwuy 
Yunupingu.

New Directions & Yolgnu 
Educational Institution
Sat 9.30am Main Key Forum
Join Galarrwuy Yunupingu, the 
Yothu Yindi Foundation Board 
and architect Greg Burgess 
who discuss the history of the 
Dhupuma College and the new 
directions for the Foundation, its 
future and the Garma Festival.

Key Note Address 
Sa�t 10.30am Main Key Forum
Professor Janice Reid Vice-
Chancellor and President University 
of Western Sydney outlines in 
her key address the history of 
the region and the importance 
of “two way” educational 
opportunities and understanding 
for both Yolngu and Europeans. 
She also focuses on the Yolngu 
healing knowledge and practice.

Insights into Indigenous 
Education and Training  
Charles Darwin University 
Sat 11.30am Main Key Forum
Vice Chancellor Barney Glover, 
and Pro Vice Chancellor Steve 
Larkin from Charles Darwin 
University look at a number of 
training models and the future 
of Indigenous Leadership.

The Garma Dialogue 
Sat 12.15pm Main Key Forum
The Garma Dialogue will be 
facilitated by Barney Glover 
with Claire Martin, Shane Stone 
and Galarrwuy Yununpingu. 
This panel will look at key 
issues impacting on Indigenous 
education and training. Focus 
will be on lessons, reflections 
and challenges in developing 
effective Indigenous education, 
training and development 
initiatives.

Hopes, Dreams & How I Learn 
Sat 2pm Main Key Forum
This forum focuses on the 
challenges and opportunities 
for Indigenous students in 
the Northern Territory. It will 
address issues such as Education 
and the Remote Schools 
Partnership Agreements and 
what Indigenous secondary 
school kids say about school. 
Presenters include Nalwarri 
Ngurruwutthun, Dr Lysbeth 
Ford, Dr Lyn Fasoli, Dr Peter 
Stephenson BIITE and Dr Dennis 
McInerney, from the Hong Kong 
Institute of Education.
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Fire Management Projects 
and Future Opportunities
Sat 2pm Forum 1 
Presenting the new ways that 
have skilled Indigenous fire 
managers to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, protect culture 
and biodiversity on their 
country. The Carbon Abatement 
Project in Western Arnhem 
Land and the work of the Djelk 
Rangers.

The Yolngu Forestry Project 
Sat 2pm Forum 2
Economic opportunities, business 
development and Closing the 
Gap. A presentation on the 
Forestry Project being developed 
by Gumatj Corporation in East 
Arnhem Land. Presentation  
with Michael O’Connor, 
(CFMEU) Bob Gordon (Forestry 
Tasmania) and Michael Hartman 
(Forest Works).

The Right to Education     
Human Rights Case in 
Wadeye 
Sun 9am Main Key Forum
Human Rights Case on 
Indigenous Education Presented 
by Wadeye Elder Tobias Nganbe, 
Melissa Castan, David Yarrow 
and Peter Seidel.

Indigenous Water  
Knowledge. Land and Sea
Sun 9am Forum 1
Water Policy, Program 
development and opportunities 
for employment and training. 
Presented by NAILSMA

Remote and Private Housing 
on Indigenous Land 
Sun 9am Forum 2
John Benson from Remote 
Housing Australia, an 
independent construction 
company committed to 
affordable housing for remote 
communities. This forum will 
also discuss private housing on 
Indigenous owned and controlled 
land. 

The Cape York Institute and 
the Higher Expectations 
Program 
Sun 10am Main Key Forum
From the Cape York Institute 
Noel Pearson discusses the 
key learnings from the Cape 
York Institute; establishing the 
Leadership Academy, Higher 
Expectations and Direct 
Instruction as a basis for 
curriculum in Cape York schools.

Indigenous Ranger Program
Sun 10am Forum 1
What are the opportunities 
for further employment and 
training for Indigenous people in 
Caring for Country. Presented 
by Mandaka Marika and Steve 
Roeger, Dhimurru Aboriginal 
Corporation.

The Cape York Institute 
Leadership Academy 
Su�n 11.30am Main Key Forum
Meet Tertiary students Troyson 
Bassani (Arts) and Marijke 
Bassani (Arts/Law). The 
Academy provides a public 
forum to support and promote 
projects of significance to 
communities. 

Strengthening all  
Communities for Children 
Sun 11.30am Forum 1
Presented by Professor 
Sven Silburn who heads the 
Developmental Health and 
Education research group at 
the Menzies School of Health 
Research. This group has an 
applied research focus on 
evidence-based practice in child 
and youth health, family and 
parenting interventions and 
education services. The forum 
will also offer an understanding 
into using the Australian early 
development index. 

Cultural Projects and their 
Potential to Create Enter-
prise and Employment 
Sun 11.30am Forum 2
Join Adelaide Festival Director 
Paul Grabowsky and Dr Aaron 
Corn who lectures extensively 
on Yol\gu music, law and 
culture. Together they will 
examine Yol\gu cultural projects 
and collaborations and their 
potential to create enterprise 
and employment.

High Expectations All Round
Sun 12.15pm Main Key Forum
Dr Kevin Gillan, Acting Chief 
Executive, Department Education 
and Training NT has had a 
long-term research interest 
in Indigenous education. He 
believes that successful schools 
are those that have a real focus 
on optimising relationships at 
all levels throughout the school 
community, as well as having 
an unrelenting focus on quality 
pedagogy.

GenerationOne 
A new movement 
Sun 12.15pm Forum 2
Chris Lawrence, Director of 
Education Programs, talks about 
a partnership for all Australians 
to participate in. It is non-
partisan and will listen to any 
and all contributions that can 
help break the poverty traps.
 
Teaching from Country 
Sun 2pm Main Key Forum
Join educators Yiniya Guyula, 
Dhangal Gurruwiwi and John 
Greatorex as they discuss the 
many diverse ways of teaching 
from country and connecting 
remote Indigenous knowledge 
authorities with tertiary students 
in urban areas.

Key Forum
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Indigenous Education and Training. 
Coordinated by Charles Darwin 
University and programmed by 
Professor Marcia Langton



Education for Sustainability 
Sun 2pm Forum 1
Jennifer Cunningham
from the Department of Natural 
Resources, Environment the 
Arts and Sport, presents an 
overview of the education and 
training programs within the 
Department.
 
Economic Development 
Projects in Western Arnhem 
Land 
Sun 2pm Forum 2
With some 12 branches in 
remote communities in the 
Territory Morgan Hoyes from 
the Traditional Credit Union 
discusses the 13 year history 
of employing and training 
Indigenous people in the 
region and banking in remote 
communities. He will also be 
joined by representatives of the 
National Australia Bank. 

The Mulka Project 
Mon 9am Main Key Forum
Join Wukun Wanambi, Randjupi 
Yunupingu and Rob Lane from 
the local Mulka Project which 
provides employment and 
empowerment by allowing Yol\
gu to take control of documents 
of their culture in modern 
digital media. On one side is 
the repatriation of valuable 

documentation of the region’s 
cultural heritage that is kept in 
outside collections, the other 
is training Yolngu to take the 
reigns of modern media to tell 
their own stories. 

Ecotrust 
Mon 9am Forum 1
An enterprising nonprofit 
organisation who work at the 
intersection of conservation 
and community economic 
development, promoting 
innovation and providing services 
for communities, First Nations 
and enterprises to green and 
grow their local economies. 
Join long-time President, and 
founding Chief Executive Officer 
of Ecotrust Australia, Mr Ian Gill.

Aurora Project 
Mon 9am Forum 2        
Richard Potok will speak 
on The Aspiration Initiative 
which is designed to support 
Indigenous students to get to 
university and to excel while 
there and beyond. Support 
includes scholarship opportunities 
overseas, an undergraduate 
and postgraduate guide 
for Indigenous students, a 
scholarship website and academic 
camps for high potential 
Indigenous school students. 

Cultural  
Heritage  
and Digital 
Technology 
Use 
Mon 10am Main 
Key Forum
Lyndon Ormond 
Parker has 
recently been 
awarded an 
Australian 
Research Council 
(ARC) grant to 
undertake a  
study of 
digitization 

and Indigenous communities. 
Cultural Heritage and Digital 
Technology use by Indigenous 
people. Discussion will include his 
research, future contributions and 
the growing body of knowledge 
in relation to technology and 
Indigenous people.

The Wellbeing Project 
Mon 10am Forum 1
The Wellbeing Project 
implements a range of culturally 
based strategies, to divert young 
men from alcohol abuse and 
petrol sniffing and re-engage 
them in Yolngu culture. Gayili 
Marika, Lalambarri Yunupingu 
and Alistair Webster, will outline 
their approach to developing 
Yolngu health initiatives.

The Alert Scheme 
Mon 10am Forum 2
Janina Gawler, General Manager 
Communities Rio Tinto Iron Ore, 
and presenters from the Alert 
Scheme will discuss the economic 
and employment opportunities, 
land use agreements and the 
local procurement strategies 
and reporting requirements with 
traditional owners. 

The National Film and 
Sound Archive 
Mon 10.30am Main Key Forum
Join Vicki Grieves from The 

National Film and Sound Archive 
as they present the current 
collection and the on-going 
collaboration with Indigenous 
communities around the country. 

Dog Health Program 
Mon 11.30am Forum 1
Sophie Constable and Julie 
Hardaker from Animal 
Management in Rural and 
Remote Indigenous Communities 
(AMRRIC) present Dog 
Health Programs in Indigenous 
Communities - an Environmental 
Health Practitioners Guide. 

Learning to Recognise 
Signs of Dementia 
Mon 12.15pm Forum 2
Victoria Traynor and Ronda  
Bain highlight some of the 
symptoms and effects of 
Dementia. Discover strategies 
to help us manage day-to-day 
situations.

Plenary Sessions and Final 
Statement 
Mon 2pm  Main Key Forum
We urge you all to attend the 
final session and wrap up of 
the Key Forum facilitated by 
Professor Marcia Langton and  
Mr Mick Gooda as they report 
on the Key Forum, workshops 
and panel discussions.

12
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Key Forum

Key Forum – Indigenous Education and Training including Indigenous Economic Development and Caring for Country

Main Forum Key Forum 1 Key Forum 2 

Friday

8am–8pm Registration All day 

9am–1pm

Yirrkala Community Education  
Centre Open Day

Yirrkala ANKAAA Artists trip to Buku 
Larrnggay Mulka Art Centre check 

Information stand for Bus times

Saturday 
9am Opening Session – Welcome to Garma 

New Directions & Yolgnu Educational 
Institution: A new Dhupuma College

Morning Tea 
Daily 11am–11.30am

10.30am   Key Note Address

11.30am
Charles Darwin University Insights into 

Indigenous Education and Training
Lunch

Daily 1pm–2pm
12.15pm The Garma Dialogue

2pm Hopes, Dreams and How I Learn
 Fire Management Projects  
and Future Opportunities

The Yolngu Forestry Project

Sunday 

9am
The Right to Education

Human Rights Case in Wadeye
Indigenous Water Knowledge Land,  

Rivers and Sea 
Remote & Private Housing on  

Indigenous Land 

10am
Cape York Institute and the Higher 

Expectations Program
Indigenous Ranger Program Workshop Session 

11.30am Cape York Institute Leadership Academy Strengthening All Communities for Children
Cultural Projects and their Potential  

to Create Enterprise and Employment      

12.15pm High Expectations All Round Workshop Session Generation One 

2pm Teaching from Country NRETAS Education for Sustainability
Economic Development Projects  

in Western Arnhem Land

Monday 
9am The Mulka Project Ecotrust Aurora Project

10am Cultural Heritage & Digital Technology Use The Well Being Project The Alert Scheme

10.30am The National Film and Sound Archive

11.30am Dog Health Program Workshop Session

12.15pm Small group discussions Recognising Signs of Dementia Workshop Session 

2pm
Reports from Workshops and Plenary 

Sessions and Final Statement

Please note: this schedule may be subject to change



W ith all aspects of 
the Yolngu cosmos 
inseparable, the 
many clans gathered 

this year at Garma are connected 
to their clan estates. This 
complex identity is reflected with 
the ownership and use of varying 
languages, designs, rhythms 
and movements held by the 
custodians. Only Yolngu of that 
clan and estate hold the rights 
to use specific designs, perform 

particular rhythms, dances 
and songs.  Music 2010 has 
focused on the intergenerational 
connection and the rhythms of 
Manikays (song), and we are 
proud to showcase so many 
young bands across the region in 
association with senior custodians 
and song men and women.

From the contemporary songs 
of acclaimed NT artists like 
Shellie Morris to the emerging 
sounds of Dunganda Street 

whose sounds kick up the dust 
with their holistic approach to 
working with senior song men, 
this year’s program encompasses 
traditional and contemporary 
music. Listen to the ancient 
language of the Gumatj where 
traditional musician Galarrwuy 
Yunupingu (Babatji) launches his 
new album ‘Mowindi Yumalil’.

The music program celebrates 
something for everyone across a 
number of venues.
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Shellie Morris
Shellie has performed 
everywhere from rural outback 
Australia to London Festival Hall 
and the Sydney Opera House. 
With great reviews, Shellie 
Morris is currently a featured 
artist with the Black Arm Band 
(a collaboration of Australia’s 
top indigenous artists and jazz 
musicians). Her song ‘Swept 
Away’ was orchestrated and 
performed in 2008 with the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. 
A documentary film on Shellie’s 
life and music was commissioned 
and broadcast nationally in 
2009 as well as her concert at 
the Sydney Opera house with 
Gurrumul Yunupingu. She has 
released two albums to date and 
is currently writing the music 
for her third CD. In addition 
to this Shellie performed and 
co-wrote and the music ‘Liberty 
Songs’ a collaboration between 
refugees from Liberia and 
Indigenous Australian women.

Dunganda Street Sounds
Dunganda Street Sounds’ CD/
DVD won 2 Indigenous Music 
Awards last year: DVD Film 
clip of the Year, and Best 
Traditional Recording. It is also 
receiving airplay around the 
country on NITV and many 
community broadcast networks, 
this work from the Ramingining 
and Millingimbi communities 
is a unique combination of 
traditional and contemporary 
original music and dance. They 
leave Garma Early to feature at 
the Darwin Festival.

Galarrwuy Yunupingu 
AM (Babatji)
Named Australian of the 
Year in 1978 Galawrrwuy 
is a member of the 
Gumatj clan of the Yol\
gu people. He attended 
the Mission School at 
Yirrkala in his formative 
years, and moved to 
Brisbane to study at the 
Methodist Bible College 
for two years, returning to 
Gove in 1967. Since then 
he has made his mark 

on the national landscape as a leader and landrights advocate. In 
1975 he joined the Northern Land Council (NLC), to represent 
traditional Aboriginal landowners and Aboriginal people. He was 
chairman of the NLC from 1977-1980, an executive member until 
1983 when he was re-elected as chairman. He has led a number 
of organisations and as chair of the NLC, he led the Gagudju 
people in negotiations with mining and government bodies. Not 
opposed to mining in principle, Yunupingu sees it as a way for 
Aboriginal people to escape the welfare trap if it is conducted on 
the traditional owners’ terms.

In 1985, he was made a Member of the Order of Australia 
(AM) for his services to the Aboriginal community. Galarrwuy 
Yunupingu is one of 100 “Australian Living National Treasures” 
selected by the National Trust of Australia as a leader in society 
“considered to have a great influence over our environment 
because of the standards and examples (they) set”.

He has appeared on a number of compilations and recordings 
as a musician and songwriter including, Land of the Morning Star: 
Songs and Music of Arnhem Land: The Tibetan album fundraiser 
Mantra Mix with Gapu. He arranged a number of traditional songs 
for Yothu Yindi and provided vocals 
for the Album Birrkuta “wild honey”. 

At Garma 2010 he launches his 
new CD ‘Mowindi Yumalil’ Based on 
the Manikay (songs) and stories of 
the Gumatj.



Yilila 
The Red Flag Songs and 
Dances belong to the band’s 
Nundhirribala clan and have 
evolved from hundreds of years 
ofcontact with the Maccassan 
traders from Indonesia. This 
is Aboriginal, reggae and rock 
music and from there they 
look to the rest of the world 
for inspiration and sounds. Yilila 
have previously collaborated/
performed with artists like 
Zakir Hussein, Raka Mukherjee, 
Sultan Khan, John Butler and 
David Bridie. Their first CD 
“Manilamanila” won 2 awards 
at the 2005 Indigenous music 
awards for “best release” and 
“song of the year” and was 
nominated for “best artwork”. 
Lead singer/songwriter, 
Grant Nundhirribala, has had 
professional experience dancing 
and singing with Bangarra 
Dance Theatre, Australian Ballet 
Company and Yothu Yindi and 
members of Yilila performed at 
the opening ceremony of the 
2000 Olympic Games.

With powerful songs sung 

in Nunggubuyu, Anindilyakwa, 
Maccassan language and English 
they are currently working on 
a collaborative music and dance 
project with the remote village 
of Watublapi on the island of 
Flores in Indonesia. 

Lonely Boys
Lonely Boys are a hard rock 
band from the community 
of Ngukurr. They are a six 
piece virtuosic guitar inspired 
rock band. The band has been 
playing in their local community 
for the past five years with 
some opportunities to perform 
at regional venues. In 2006 
Lonely Boys won the Barunga 
Battle of the bands competition, 
this was no easy task given 
the quality of the performers 
at that year’s festival. Ambrose 
Daniels leads Lonely Boys and 
wants to create opportunities 
for the band to perform at 
major gigs around the country. 
Lonely Boys are Ambrose 
Daniels, Winston Joshua, 
Thomas Wurramara, Burt Rami, 
Kasley Daniels, Leon Daniels.

Little G 
(Gina Chrisanthopolous) is 
a rapper, actor, dancer and 
community activist from 
Melbourne, Victoria. 

Little G has performed at 
the Big Day Out, Songlines 
Music Festival and the Royal 
Melbourne Show and appeared 
in plays such as Scratchin’ 
and DiaTribe and presented a 
hip-hop showcase for National 
Indigenous Television she has 
sent time during 2010 in 
Arnhem land working on a 
project with the crew North 
East Arnhem Boys (NESB) catch 
them in the workshops at The 
Jam and or on the Main Stage. 

Tom E Lewis 
Best known for his Australian 
film roles, Tom E. Lewis also has 
a distinguished career in music. 
He pioneered the didjeridu in 
contemporary music, specializing 
in jazz forms, through his 
decade long performance career 
as half of Lewis & Young. 
Tom also played and recorded 
didjeridu for classical musicians 
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The main stage 
After dinner grab your 
chairs and rugs and head to 
the Bunggul grounds were 
emerging and established 
musicians highlight the 
eclectic sound of Australia’s 
First peoples. Don’t miss the 
Garma all star concert on 
Tuesday 11th featuring some 
very special guests.

Note: the main stage will 
close nightly at 10.45pm. 
Located close to some 
camping precincts there has 
been a special request from 
our elders and Board. So 
please respect Gulkula and 
leave the venue quietly.

Larrakitj Stage
Next to the Key Forum
The stage is set amongst the 
layered depths of ochre and 
ancient clan designs of the 
imposing Larrakitj Gallery. 
Grab your meal and come 
and join us for daily lunchtime 
sessions of acoustic sounds.

The Jam
Youth Forum Grounds 
For NT based Indigenous 
music students. The jam is a 
place to come an meet other 
musicians, try your hand at 
music, focus on improving 
stage craft and industry 
performance skills, learning 
new techniques along with 
some training and mentoring. 
You will have the chance to 
meet with some amazing 
musicians and to have a go 
at playing instruments. The 
Jam is in association with 
the Yothu Yindi foundation, 
our schools CEC programs, 
volunteers, professional 
musicians and other industry 
professionals.

Little G



Uli Klein, Jane Rutter, Eve 
Duncan and composer George 
Dreyfus. His debut album 
Sunshine After Rain (Skinnyfish 
Music 2006) won Music Release 
of the Year in the 2006 NT 
Indigenous Music Awards.

Since 2002 Tom has been 
the Artistic Director of 
remote Beswick Community’s 
annual event Walking With 
Spirits, featuring concert 
performances which blend 
traditional Aboriginal music with 
everything from string quartets 
to the Armenian duduk, and 
the legendary guitar sound 
of Ross Hannaford. His album 

Muyngarnbi - Songs from 
Walking With Spirits (Djilpin 
Arts) won the award in Best 
Traditional category at the 2008 
NT Indigenous Music Awards.

Tom was awarded the 
Australian Film Commission’s Bob 
Maza Fellowship in 2005 and 
in 2006 the Australia Council’s 
Red Ochre Award for lifetime 
achievement in Indigenous arts. 

Wildflower 
Wildflower, the young band 
fronted by 5 young women 
from the remote outstation 
of Mamadawerre, made a 
huge impact at their many 
performances for the Darwin 
Festival and with their debut 
DVD single “Galiwin’ku” which 
has been broadcast on Rage 
& on Austar through Aurora 
Community TV. 

Wildflower have been chosen 
by ABC’s triple j for their list of 

Next Crop acts this year. They 
were featured - as part of triple 
j’s Australian Music Month - with 
airplay throughout the day of 
“Galiwin’ku” along with a short 
recorded introduction from  
the band. 

An extended interview with 
the band will be available on 
pod-cast and Wildflower’s profile 
will be up on the ABC’s Aus 
Music Month website. 

This year Wildflower will 
feature in a TV and multi media 
documentary in conjunction with 
AFC and ABC TV called “Fangin’ 
The Combi”. 

Sleeveheads 
This five-member electro surf 
group were the Winners of the 
Northern Territory battle of the 
school bands from Nhulunbuy. 
They also impressed judges 
with their stage presentation 
and musicianship, winning the 
Songwriter’s Prize. 

Members include Roy 
Kellaway, guitar/vocals, Reid 
Cooper guitar/vocals, Brandan 
Peckham, drums, Wilson Lui, 
keyboards, Nelson Browne, 
bass. Sleevehead are the best 
new talent to come out of 

the Northern Territory with 
songs like ‘mum said no’. Since 
winning they have performed at 
Darwin’s signature music festival 
BASSINTHEGRASS.

B2M 
B2M is made up of 6 young 
Indigenous men who sing about 
the issues facing all young 
people such as drugs, alcohol and 
suicide. Their music is an R‘n’B 
pop with a traditional twist.

The lyrics in their songs 
come from life experience 
growing up in an Aboriginal 
community and seeing first hand 
the effects of Drugs and Alcohol 
on their own people. Educating 
the kids of the future through 
their music and encouraging 
people to make a change in 
their lives is what keeps this 
band going. The 2006 Darwin 
Festival saw the band take to 
the big stage and the audience 
was completely blown away 
from the bands fresh positive 
approach. B2M performed 
along side Geoffrey Gurrumul 
Yunupingu of the Saltwater 
Band, the concert recorded by 
Triple J. Already in the band’s 
short history they have achieved 
what takes some bands many 
years to achieve. One of their 
first songs recorded “Mahlia” 
has been featured by National 
Broadcaster ABC as part of a 
program on mental health.

Garrangali Band 
Garrangali live in Yilpara - Blue 
Mud Bay - a Territory epicentre 
of land rights power and Rolling 
Stone Magazine has already 
booked them for an interview.
Two band members - Malngay 
Yunupingu (didge), and Rrawun 
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Clockwise from left: Tom E Lewis, 
Sleeveheads, The cover artwork from 
the new Garrangali Band Album & 
Wildflower



Maymuru (vocals) - have toured 
overseas with Yothu Yindi.
Lead singer Mudinymudiny 
Dhamarrandji, a Yirrakala ranger, 
says the band started years ago 
born out of singing sessions.The 
album ‘Garrangali’ (Crocodile 
Nest) was launched at Yiplara on 
March 24, 2010. They are more 
than just a group of performers, 
they see music as a way to infuse, 
unite and engage. The inception 
of the group is a unique and 
innovative enterprise development 
opportunity from the youth 
and community of Yilpara. The 
lyrics and Manikays of this album 
embrace the deep connection and 
relationship between the ancestral 
land and sea, and the visions of 
the old people, and strengthened 
by strong community spirit and 
cultural integrity. The album 
package features a DVD that 
includes music videos of two 
featured songs, ‘Mungurru’ and 
‘Muthi Muthi’. Available in the 
festival shop.

Rruwun Maymuru 
This Manggarlili man grew up 
at Yirrkala now a father of six, 
family is his priority. Having 
played for some 10 years as well 
as touring with Yothu Yindi his 
early years taught him much 
about the music business. He 
has developed a unique approach 
to developing his work, treating 
it as an art project rather 
than the traditional approach 
of signing a recording deal 
resulting with being on the road 
and under the management 
of a label. His own approach 
and original work has paid off. 
Touring when time permits 
and working on new material. 
Recently his song and lyrics 
‘Bayini’ was selected by Geoffrey 
Gurrumul for his new album.
You see Rruwun work on the 
big screen Friday night in the 

Key forum Shelter as well as 
catch him on Sunday night 
on the Main Stage or at the 
Larrkitj Stage.

Bush Reggae Band
Bush Reggae launched their 
sound at the 2009 Gove Festival 
and in winning the battle of 
sounds at the Arnhem Club, the 
locals were thrilled to see such 
a tight and lively group. Based 
at Yirrkala this five piece line up 
delivers the music we all want 
to get up and dance to. 

Yirrkala School CEC
Get a taste of the bush, the 
spirit and the magic of Garma 
as teenagers and students from 
Yirrkala Community Education 
entertain us through dance, 
music and story. Many young 
bands and performers have 
come through the Yirrkala 
schools program, some of whom 
are featured at the festival, but 
do keep an eye out for inspiring 
new talent across dance, story 
and music. 

Gunyangara Band
All locals form the community 
of Gunyangara, These young 
men are inspired by the songs 
of Yothu Yindi, having learnt 
their instruments at home and 
at school in Yirrkala. Yiringa 
(vocals), Stingray (yidaki), 
Devon (guitar), Mikey (yidaki) 
and Sebastian (bilma) Supported 
by dancers Kim and Gregory, 
the band practices at the  
Yothu Yindi studios and on  
the beach in Gunyangara. 

The Seven Star Band 
They won the Millingimbi 
Festival best school band and 
have gone on to perform at a 
number of community events 
across the top end.
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Marwila Wirrupanda
Rachel had signed with record 
label CAAMA MUSIC in Alice 
Springs in 2003 but due to 
family commitments returned 
back home to Dhuruputjpi. 

After wowing the 2009 St 
Kilda NAIDOC in the Park 
audience, this songwriter has 
been sharing her deep soulful 
voice in the south appearing 
at the Yalukit Willam Ngargee 
Festival Day, recording with 
the Bangarra Dance theatre, 
and singing for the West Coast 
Eagles 150th Game tribute to 
Brother David Wirrupanda. 

Currently based in Melbourne 
Garma is a dream for this 
R&B emerging singer: “I would 

love nothing more than to 
perform in front of my family 
and showcase the singer I have 
grown to become.”

David Dingala and The 
Island Band
From Groote Island and the 
Anindilykawa peoples the island 
band under the direction of 
Umbakumba man David Dingala. 
This 16 piece group combines 
traditional dance with a fusion 
of music styles. Performing a 
mix of country grooves and 
reggae, you can also catch 
members of the band at the 
Bunggul each day with the 
David Dingala and the Groote 
Island dancers.

Friday 6th Sat 7th Sun 8th Mon 9th Tues 10th 
Main Key Forum Venue

Open Day  
Yirrkala

9am-5pm Daily 
The Jam:  

Music Workshops 

Fire Circles  
Each Evening

6.30pm-8.30pm 
Daily Blackboards  

@ The Jam

Main Key Forum Concerts

9am Little G And Mulka

10am Yirrkala School

11am Tom E Lewis

2pm Magpie Blues

Larrakitj Stage

3.30  
Bunggul Opening

1pm Tom E Lewis

1.30pm Arafura Dancs 
Association

1pm Gove Idol

1.30pm Gunyangara 
Band

1pm Marwila

1.30pm Yirrkala School

1pm Rruwun Mayamuru

1.30pm Gunyangara 
Band

Main Stage Evening Concerts

From 8.30pm 

B2M

Lonely Boys

Rruwun Maymaru

Dunganda Street Sound

From 7.30pm

The Seven Star Band

Marwila

Tom E Lewis

Wildflower

Bush Reggae

From 7.30pm 

Featuring  
Gove Idol Winner

Shellie Morris

Garrangali

Yilila

Galarrwuy Yunupingu 
(Babatji)

From 7.30pm 

B2M

Wild Flower

Little G And NEAB

Sleeveheads

Special Guest

From 7.30pm 

Yillila

Lonely Boys

Garrangali

David Dingala and  
The Island Band

Garma All Stars Special
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